
Reading is Resistance readingisresistance.com

ABOUT READING IS RESISTANCE
Reading Is Resistance is a local organization 
inspired by the national Teaching for Change 
Social Justice Books Project. We are rooted 
in a deep love for teaching and commitment 
to anti-racist parenting and education.  
 
Our mission is to create opportunities for 
Portland parents and teachers to start or 
expand diverse, inclusive home or classroom 
libraries & reading experiences for youth and 
children and for those libraries to seed deeper 
conversations and opportunities for action 
around racial equity in our community. Find 
out more at www.readingisresistance.com.

NEW SUMMER READING  
BOOK SUBSCRIPTION!
Reading Is Resistance has hand-selected three 
once-a-month book bundles for you, your middle 
reader, or your YA reader to enjoy all summer 
long.  We are keeping things local and sourcing our 
books from North Portland’s Two Rivers Bookstore.  
Purchase at https://www.tworiversbooks.com/.

Our summer reads center BIPOC authors and 
protagonists, and the stories range from magical 

adventures to grappling with race and identity. All 
of these are perfect for taking with you in the car, 
reading in a tent, lounging in the backyard, and curling 
up in a blanket fort in your very own bedroom.  
 
In addition, Reading Is Resistance will include 
curated anti-bias discussion questions and 
extended learning experiences to go with 
EACH BOOK! These are designed using the 
Teaching Tolerance Social Justice Standards. 
 
GET OUR BOOK SUBSCRIPTION
Purchase our June, July, and August book 
bundles at tworiversbooks.com.  

GET INVOLVED
Join us for Coffee Conversations with Reading 
Is Resistance hosted by Two Rivers Bookstore 
every Thursday at 11:00 a.m. Be part of our 
summer middle reader or YA book club.  And 
find extended resources for our summer book 
picks ALL at www.readingisresistance.com.
 
BOOKS TO STUDENTS
Reading is Resistance and Two Rivers Bookstore have 
included an option to donate books to students at 
James John and Sitton Schools through the Books 
for Schools project. Please donate! Pay it forward. 



JUNE YA BOOKS

A Song Below Water by Bethany C. Morrow
New Release! Check our website 
for materials after June 2!

Internment by Samira Ahmed
Discussion Question
At the beginning of Internment, even though Ahmed 
describes a global rise in Islamaphobia and restrictions 
for Mulsim people, in the U.S. it appears that people 
e incredulous, clinging to the idea that more anti-
Muslim violence/exclusion “can’t happen here.” Why 
is this idea of “it can’t happen here” dangerous? 
What historical references does the author use to 
give us the opportunity to reflect on how this idea 
plays out in U.S. history and in present times? 

Social Justice Standard Alignment
Diversity Standard 8 (Grades 9-12)

Extend the Learning 
As Layla’s family is uprooted and taken to the Mobius 
Internment Camp, they pass the site of Manzanar, 
a Japanese Internment Camp where Japanese 
Americans were incarcerated from 1942-1945. 

Listen to the song “Kenji” by Fort Minor. You 
can find this song for free on Spotify or YouTube. 
Write a reflection or have a conversation with 
someone about what you hear in the narrative 
of the song that resonates with Ahmed’s story of 
internment of Muslim-American people in the near 
future. Why is it important to know this history?

The Marrow Thieves by Cherie Dimaline
Discussion Question
Think about the role of “residential schools” in 
the story. What is the short-term impact of the 
practice of taking indigenous folx to residential 
schools? What is the long-term effect of the 
practice over time (since the early 1900s)?

Social Justice Standard Alignment
Justice Standard 13 (Grades 9-12)

Extending the Learning
Watch artist and expert in bioethics Lisa 
Boivin’s TedxUofT Talk titled “Painting the Path 
of Indigenous Resilience” on YouTube.

How does Lisa Boivin describe the connection 
between land and identity? How is her painting and 
work around bioethics in indigenous communities 
in conversation with the idea of taking indigenous 
bone marrow in The Marrow Thieves? 
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