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ABOUT READING IS RESISTANCE
Reading Is Resistance is a local organization 
inspired by the national Teaching for Change 
Social Justice Books Project. We are rooted 
in a deep love for teaching and commitment 
to anti-racist parenting and education.  
 
Our mission is to create opportunities for 
Portland parents and teachers to start or 
expand diverse, inclusive home or classroom 
libraries & reading experiences for youth and 
children and for those libraries to seed deeper 
conversations and opportunities for action 
around racial equity in our community. Find 
out more at www.readingisresistance.com.

NEW SUMMER READING  
BOOK SUBSCRIPTION!
Reading Is Resistance has hand-selected three 
once-a-month book bundles for you, your middle 
reader, or your YA reader to enjoy all summer 
long.  We are keeping things local and sourcing our 
books from North Portland’s Two Rivers Bookstore.  
Purchase at https://www.tworiversbooks.com/.

Our summer reads center BIPOC authors and 
protagonists, and the stories range from magical 

adventures to grappling with race and identity. All 
of these are perfect for taking with you in the car, 
reading in a tent, lounging in the backyard, and curling 
up in a blanket fort in your very own bedroom.  
 
In addition, Reading Is Resistance will include 
curated anti-bias discussion questions and 
extended learning experiences to go with 
EACH BOOK! These are designed using the 
Teaching Tolerance Social Justice Standards. 
 
GET OUR BOOK SUBSCRIPTION
Purchase our June, July, and August book 
bundles at tworiversbooks.com.  

GET INVOLVED
Join us for Coffee Conversations with Reading 
Is Resistance hosted by Two Rivers Bookstore 
every Thursday at 11:00 a.m. Be part of our 
summer middle reader or YA book club.  And 
find extended resources for our summer book 
picks ALL at www.readingisresistance.com.
 
BOOKS TO STUDENTS
Reading is Resistance and Two Rivers Bookstore have 
included an option to donate books to students at 
James John and Sitton Schools through the Books 
for Schools project. Please donate! Pay it forward. 



JUNE MIDDLE READER BOOKS

The Witch Boy by Molly Knox Ostertag

Discussion Question
Draw a sun for Aster. Label the rays with aspects of 
his identity that we see in the book. Which aspects 
are outside of the traditional gender roles and 
magic roles of his family? Which are inside of these 
traditional roles? How is this important to the story?

Social Justice Standard Alignment
Identity Standard 3 (grades 3-5 & 6-8)

Extending the Learning
Go to the tolerance.org and find the Learning 
Plan from Raisa_VS on “toxic masculinity.” Have 
a conversation based on the questions given. 

Front Desk by Kelly Yang

Social Justice Standard Alignment 
Justice Standard 13 (grades 3-5 & 6-8) 

Front Desk talks a lot about identity-based bullying 
— both among kids and among grown-ups with 
different identities. Discuss one example of bullying 
among kids in the book. Discuss one example of 
bullying among adults in the book. What similarities 
do you see in the bullying across generations? What 
differences? What harm do you see? And how does 
that harm impact the community as a whole? 

Extending the Learning
Watch Kelly Yang’s video “How do you deal 
with being teased?” on YouTube talking about 
how the author dealt with bullying as a kid. Did 
you know that 60% of the book is based on 
Kelly Yang’s real experience growing up?

Go to https://kellyyang.com/ to let the author 
know what you learned from Mia about speaking 
up when you see or experience identity-based 
bullying from Mia in the book about speaking up.

The Way to Rio Luna by Zoraida Cordova 
Coming soon! New Release!
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